2026 Victorian Disability Sport and Recreation Awards Category Descriptions 

This document contains the nomination categories, descriptions, criteria and nomination questions in word doc format.  
If you are unable to submit your nomination online, please contact DSR directly at award@dsr.org.au and we will schedule a time to complete the nomination with you.
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[bookmark: _Toc230630893]Kevin Coombs Lifetime Achievement Award
Category description
This award recognises an individual who has made exceptional and enduring contributions to the disability sport and recreation sector in Victoria across a significant period of their professional career or life.

The award represents the highest level of recognition by DSR.

Eligibility criteria
· Nominees must have made substantial and enduring contributions to the disability sport and recreation community in Victoria across a significant period of their professional career or life.
​Selection criteria
· The level of exceptional dedication by the nominee to advocating for the rights, inclusion and participation of people with disabilities in Victoria. 
· The level of impact of the nominee's contributions throughout their career or life, focusing on their chosen discipline, sport, recreation, club or association in the disability sport and recreation sector in Victoria.
Nomination questions: 
1. How many years has the nominee been involved in the disability sport and recreation sector?
2. Please describe the nominee's contributions to the disability sport and recreation sector in Victoria. Include their length and breadth of involvement, the impact on their chosen discipline, sport, recreation, club or association, and what makes their contribution enduring. (Maximum 250 words)
3. Please describe the nominee's personal commitment to inclusion and participation for people with disability. What values or beliefs have driven their contributions over time? (Maximum 150 words)






[bookmark: _Toc230630894]Volunteer of the Year
Category description
The award acknowledges the exceptional and sustained contribution made by a volunteer to the disability sport and recreation community.
Eligibility criteria
· Nominees must be recognised by a state or national sporting body, club or other community organisation as a volunteer in the disability sport and recreation sector in Victoria.
· Nominees must not have received payment for their work as a volunteer. Please note: reimbursement of volunteering-related expenses does not constitute payment.
Selection criteria
· The level of impact of the nominee's exceptional dedication to their chosen discipline, sport, recreation, club or association, as exhibited through their volunteer work.
· The level of impact of the nominee's significant contribution to the sport and recreation sector, advancing participation for people with disability in Victoria.
Questions
1. Please provide a detailed description of the nominee's achievements and contributions to disability sport and recreation. Include information about the duration and extent of their involvement, their impact on their chosen discipline, sport, recreation, club or association, and any notable accomplishments. (Maximum 250 words)
2. Please provide specific examples of how the nominee has advanced participation for people with disability in Victoria, including the broader impact of their contribution on the sport and recreation sector. (Maximum 250 words)
3. Please describe the personal qualities and characteristics that make the nominee an exceptional volunteer, including examples of how they have inspired or motivated others within the disability sport and recreation community. (Maximum 250 words)


[bookmark: _Toc230630895]Team of the Year
Category description
The award recognises a Victorian sports team comprised of people with disability that has performed exceptionally, as evidenced by its sporting accomplishments.
Eligibility Criteria
· The team must be officially recognised by their state sporting association as a Victorian state team.
Selection Criteria
To be considered for Team of the Year, nominations will be assessed against the following criteria:
· Sporting Achievement – The team's level of success, including its achievements, records, rankings, and other notable accomplishments within its respective sport. 
· Teamwork & Cohesion – The team's cohesion, collaboration, and ability to work effectively together to achieve its goals and deliver outstanding results. 
· Inspiration & Impact – The extent to which the team has inspired or positively impacted the lives of other people with a disability, whether through their sporting achievements, visibility, or community involvement.
Nomination Questions: 
1. Please provide a detailed description of the team's competitive sporting achievements and contributions, including the breadth and depth of its involvement and impact on the sport. (Maximum 250 words) 
2. Please provide specific examples of the team's sporting accomplishments, such as awards, records, rankings, and/or other relevant information. (Maximum 250 words) 
3. Please describe how the team demonstrated cohesion, collaboration, and effective teamwork throughout the year. (Maximum 250 words) 
4. Please provide examples of how the team demonstrated sportsmanship, fair play, and ethical conduct throughout the year. (Maximum 250 words)




[bookmark: _Toc230630896]Coach or Fitness Leader of the Year
Category description
The award recognises a Victorian coach or fitness leader in the disability sport and recreation community who has made a significant contribution or achieved outstanding coaching performance.
Eligibility criteria
· Nominees must be accredited as a coach or fitness leader (employee or volunteer) under a recognised national or state sporting body.
Selection criteria
· The nominee's level of impact on their club, organisation, local community and/or school, as evidenced by both their achievements and those of their teams or individual athletes.
· The nominee's level of contribution to the coaching community in their sport, such as sharing knowledge, mentoring or actively participating in coaching development programs.
· The nominee's positive impact on the lives of individuals with disability through their coaching or fitness leadership.
Questions
1. Please provide a detailed description of the nominee's coaching or fitness leadership achievements, including their impact on their club, organisation, local community and/or school, and any notable accomplishments by their teams or individual athletes. (Maximum 250 words)
2. Please describe the nominee's contribution to the broader coaching community, including specific examples of how they have shared knowledge, mentored others or participated in coaching development programs. (Maximum 250 words)
3. Please highlight how the nominee has positively impacted the lives of individuals with disability through their coaching or fitness leadership, including specific examples of improved participation, confidence, wellbeing or sporting performance. (Maximum 250 words)



[bookmark: _Toc230630897]Junior Sportsperson of the Year
Category description
The award recognises a Victorian junior athlete with a disability who has performed exceptionally, as evidenced by their sporting accomplishments.
Eligibility criteria
· Nominees must be under 21 years of age as of June 30, 2026.
Selection criteria
· The nominee's level of success, considering their achievements, records, rankings and any other notable accomplishments within their respective sport.
· The nominee's level of skill progress and development, reflecting their commitment to their sport.
· The nominee's potential for future sporting success, giving consideration to their age, skill level and commitment to their sport.
Questions
1. Please provide a detailed description of the nominee's competitive sport achievements, giving consideration to their records, rankings and any other notable accomplishments within their respective sport. Include information about the duration and extent of their involvement and impact on the sport. (Maximum 250 words)
2. Please provide specific examples of the nominee's skill progress and development, giving consideration to their age, skill level and commitment to their sport. (Maximum 250 words)
3. Please highlight the nominee's potential for future sporting success, giving consideration to their age, skill level and commitment to their sport. (Maximum 250 words)







[bookmark: _Toc230630898]Masters Sportsperson of the Year
Category description
The award recognises a Victorian masters athlete with a disability who has demonstrated exceptional sporting performance and embodies the spirit of masters competition. 
Eligibility Criteria
· Nominees must have competed at masters-level competitions in their respective sport between 1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026.
· Nominees must adhere to the classification standards for masters-level competition, as specified by the relevant sport governing body.
· Masters-level eligibility is typically for athletes aged 35 and over, though this may vary by sport and governing body.
Selection Criteria
· The nominee's level of success, considering their achievements, records, rankings and any other notable accomplishments within their respective sport, giving consideration to the age group and category in which they compete.
· The nominee's contribution to their sport, including inspiring others, mentoring or promoting participation among athletes with a disability.
· The nominee's demonstration of overcoming adversity, acknowledging the challenges faced and the perseverance shown throughout their sporting journey.
Nomination Questions
1. Please provide a detailed description of the nominee's masters-level achievements, giving consideration to their records, rankings and any other notable accomplishments within their respective sport. Include information about their length and breadth of involvement and impact on the sport. (Maximum 250 words)
2. Please provide specific examples of the nominee's skills, progress and development, reflecting their commitment to achieving success at a masters-level. (Maximum 250 words)
3. Please highlight how the nominee has positively inspired and encouraged participation among others with a disability, whether through mentoring, advocacy or leading by example. (Maximum 250 words)

[bookmark: _Toc230630899]Community Member of the year
Category description
The award recognises a significant contribution made by a paid individual to promoting safe, fair and inclusive sport and recreation in Victoria.

Eligibility criteria​​
· Nominees must work in a paid capacity within the disability sport and recreation sector. This may include but is not limited to administrators, program coordinators, sport development officers, inclusion officers, club managers or other paid professionals working within the sector.
· Nominees must be residents of Victoria.
​Selection criteria
· The level of impact of the nominee's work using sport and recreation as a vehicle to drive positive change, or their dedication to prioritising diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI) in the disability sport and recreation sector. This includes their work on initiatives, programs and/or projects promoting diversity, equity and inclusion in their community.
· The level of positive impact the nominee has had on the lives of individuals with disability through their work in the disability sport and recreation sector.
Nomination questions 
1. Please provide a detailed description of the nominee's role and responsibilities within the disability sport and recreation sector, including the duration and extent of their involvement and any notable accomplishments in their work promoting safe, fair and inclusive participation. (Maximum 250 words) 
2. Please provide specific examples of how the nominee has used sport and recreation as a vehicle to drive positive change in their community, including any initiatives, programs or projects they have led or contributed to. (Maximum 250 words) 
3. Please describe how the nominee has demonstrated a commitment to diversity, equity and inclusion in the disability sport and recreation sector, including the positive impact of their work on individuals with disability. (Maximum 250 words) 
4. Please highlight how the nominee has positively impacted the lives of individuals with disability, including specific examples of people or groups who have benefited from their work in the disability sport and recreation sector. (Maximum 250 words)
[bookmark: _Toc230630900]Elite Sportsperson of the Year
Category description
This award recognises a Victorian individual athlete with a disability who has demonstrated outstanding athletic achievement through competitive results at a national and/or international level.
Eligibility criteria
· Nominees must be a current Victorian resident or registered with a Victorian sporting body.
· Nominees must have competed at national and/or international events during the relevant award period (1 July 2025 – 30 June 2026).
· Nominees must hold a current classification or disability registration within their sport.
Selection criteria
· The nominee's level of success, considering their achievements, records, rankings, length and breadth of involvement, and any other notable accomplishments within their respective sport, and the calibre of competition at which those results were achieved.
· The nominee's demonstration of sportsmanship, integrity and ethical conduct throughout their participation in sport.
· The nominee's impact as a role model — including their contribution to raising the profile of para-sport in Victoria and inspiring other athletes with a disability.
· The nominee's demonstrated progression, skill development and commitment to achieving success at a national and/or international level.
Nomination questions
1. Please provide a detailed description of the nominee's national and/or international level achievements, giving consideration to their records, rankings, length and breadth of involvement, and any other notable accomplishments within their respective sport, including the calibre of competition at which those results were achieved. (Maximum 250 words)
2. Please provide specific examples of how the nominee has demonstrated sportsmanship, integrity and ethical conduct throughout their participation in sport. (Maximum 250 words)

3. Please describe how the nominee has served as a role model, including any contribution to raising the profile of para-sport in Victoria and inspiring other athletes with a disability. (Maximum 250 words)
4. Please provide specific examples of the nominee's skill progression and development, reflecting their commitment to achieving success at a national and/or international level. (Maximum 250 words)























Inclusive Infrastructure Award 
Category description
The award recognises the transformative effect that modifications to shared spaces can have on an individual's ability to participate in sport and recreation activities. By creating truly inclusive and accessible environments, these projects have the power to break down barriers and enable people with disability to engage fully in sport, recreation and open space activities across Victoria.
Eligibility criteria​
· Nominees must have undertaken minor or major developments or upgrades in the field of inclusive sport, recreation or open space infrastructure.
· The nominee's project must be within the domain of sport, recreation or open space infrastructure, such as sports facilities, playgrounds, parks, trails or other related areas.
· The nominee's project must have either been completed or substantially progressed between 1 July 2025 and June 30, 2026. ​
​Selection criteria
· The extent to which the project demonstrates a strong commitment to inclusivity, ensuring that the sport, recreation or open space infrastructure is accessible and accommodating for individuals with disabilities, promoting equal participation and enjoyment for all.
· The extent to which the infrastructure project has had a significant positive impact on the community, contributing to increased participation and engagement in sport, recreation or open space activities for individuals with disabilities.
Nomination Questions
1. Please provide a detailed description of the nominated project, including its objectives, the nature of the infrastructure developments or upgrades undertaken, and the timeframe in which it was completed or progressed. (Maximum 250 words)
2. Please describe how inclusivity and accessibility were considered in the design and planning of the project, including how the needs of individuals with disabilities were identified and addressed. (Maximum 250 words)
3. Please describe the impact the project has had on individuals with disabilities, including specific examples of people or groups who are now able to participate in sport, recreation or open space activities as a direct result of the project. (Maximum 250 words
[bookmark: _Toc230630902]Regional Initiative of the Year 
Category description
This award recognises an organisation, individual, or partnership that has delivered an innovative, place-based initiative, program, or event in regional Victoria that has meaningfully increased the participation of people with disability in sport and active recreation. 
The award celebrates initiatives that strengthen inclusion by responding to local needs, building community capability, and creating lasting opportunities for people with disability to participate, contribute, and lead in regional sporting environments.
Eligibility Criteria​
· The award is open to initiatives and programs operating in regional Victoria, including rural and remote communities.
· The nominated initiative or program must demonstrate evidence of implementation and impact, not concept only.
· The nominated initiative or program must demonstrate sustainability, with evidence of ongoing or planned future delivery.
· Collaborative approaches involving local stakeholders such as clubs, councils, local sporting associations, community organisations and people with disability are strongly encouraged.
Selection Criteria
· The extent to which the initiative has positively impacted regional communities, increasing participation, access, and inclusion for people with disability in sport and active recreation.
· The extent to which the initiative demonstrates a strong place-based and inclusive approach, responding to local needs and involving people with disability and lived experience in its design and delivery.
· The extent to which the initiative’s strategies and practices effectively address regional barriers through innovative, adaptable, and creative solutions.
· The extent to which the initiative creates lasting positive outcomes for people with disability, including continued participation, increased confidence and capability, and a stronger sense of inclusion and connection to community.
Nomination Questions
1. Please provide a detailed description of the nominated initiative or program, including its objectives, the nature of the activities undertaken, the regional community it serves and the timeframe in which it has been operating. (Maximum 250 words) 
2. Please describe how the initiative or program has positively impacted the regional community, including specific examples of how it has benefited Victorians with disabilities and fostered inclusivity in sport and active recreation. (Maximum 250 words) 
3. Please provide specific examples of the innovative strategies and practices used by the initiative or program to encourage and enhance the participation of individuals with disabilities in sport and active recreation activities. (Maximum 250 words) 
4. Please describe the sustainable and collaborative nature of the initiative or program, including evidence of ongoing or planned future delivery, the long term outcomes it aims to achieve, and the local stakeholders involved in its design and delivery. (Maximum 250 words)


















[bookmark: _Toc230630903]Sport & Active Recreation Initiative of the Year
Category description
The award recognises an organisation, individual or group that has established a sustainable initiative, program or event aimed at facilitating the participation of Victorians with disabilities in sport and active recreation activities across metropolitan Melbourne or on a state-wide level.
There are two streams:
[bookmark: _Toc230630904]Stream 1 — Sport Initiative, Program or Event
This stream recognises an organisation, individual or group that has established a structured sport initiative, program or event involving defined sporting activities, skills or disciplines aimed at facilitating the participation of Victorians with disabilities.
Eligibility criteria
· The nominated initiative, program or event must be primarily sport-based, involving structured sporting activities with defined rules, skills or disciplines.
· The nominated initiative, program or event must operate on a metropolitan Melbourne or state-wide level in Victoria.
· Open to organisations, partnerships, community groups or individuals.
· The nominated initiative, program or event must demonstrate evidence of implementation and impact, not concept only.
· The nominated initiative, program or event must demonstrate sustainability, with evidence of ongoing or planned future delivery.
Selection criteria
· The extent to which the initiative, program or event has positively impacted the local community, benefiting Victorians with disabilities and fostering inclusivity in structured sport.
· The extent to which the initiative, program or event utilises innovative strategies and practices to encourage and enhance the participation of individuals with disabilities in structured sporting activities.
· The extent to which the initiative, program or event demonstrates sustainability and long term outcomes, reflecting a commitment to ongoing delivery and continuous improvement.



Nomination Questions
1. Please provide a detailed description of the nominated initiative, program or event, including its objectives, the nature of the activities undertaken, the community it serves and the timeframe in which it has been operating. (Maximum 250 words)
2. Please describe how the initiative, program or event has positively impacted the local community, including specific examples of how it has benefited Victorians with disabilities and fostered inclusivity in structured sport. (Maximum 250 words)
3. Please provide specific examples of the innovative strategies and practices used by the initiative, program or event to encourage and enhance the participation of individuals with disabilities in structured sporting activities. (Maximum 250 words)
4. Please describe the sustainable nature of the initiative, program or event, including evidence of ongoing or planned future delivery and the long term outcomes it aims to achieve for individuals with disabilities. (Maximum 250 words)














[bookmark: _Toc230630905]Stream 2 — Active Recreation & Leisure Initiative, Program or Event
Category description
This stream recognises an organisation, individual or group that has established a sustainable initiative, program or event aimed at enabling Victorians with disabilities to actively participate in recreational activities focused on enjoyment, social connection and wellbeing.
Eligibility criteria 
· The nominated initiative, program or event must be primarily focused on active recreation or leisure activities aimed at enjoyment, social connection and wellbeing.
· The nominated initiative, program or event must operate on a metropolitan Melbourne or state-wide level in Victoria.
· Open to organisations, partnerships, community groups or individuals.
· The nominated initiative, program or event must demonstrate evidence of implementation and impact, not concept only.
· The nominated initiative, program or event must demonstrate sustainability, with evidence of ongoing or planned future delivery.
Selection criteria
· The extent to which the initiative, program or event has reached and positively impacted the participation of individuals with disabilities in active recreation activities.
· The extent to which the initiative, program or event has fostered social connection, improved wellbeing and enhanced the enjoyment of participants with disabilities.
· The extent to which the initiative, program or event demonstrates sustainability and long term outcomes, reflecting a commitment to ongoing delivery and continuous improvement.
Nomination Questions
1. Please provide a detailed description of the nominated initiative, program or event, including its objectives, the nature of the activities undertaken, the community it serves and the timeframe in which it has been operating. (Maximum 250 words)
2. Please describe how the initiative, program or event has reached and positively impacted the participation of individuals with disabilities in active recreation activities, including specific examples of communities or groups who have benefited. (Maximum 250 words)
3. Please provide specific examples of how the initiative, program or event has fostered social connection, improved wellbeing and enhanced the enjoyment of participants with disabilities. (Maximum 250 words)
4. Please describe the sustainable nature of the initiative, program or event, including evidence of ongoing or planned future delivery and the long term outcomes it aims to achieve for individuals with disabilities. (Maximum 250 words)
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